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Artist Spotlight

Name: Wes Hadrich

Location: Duluth, Minne-
sota

Who are your influences?

Well, I started out with my
Dad’s Johnny Cash records,
which opened the doors to
Bruce Springsteen and Bob
Dylan, which eventually led
me to the Whiskeytown,
Wilco, Son Volt side of Alt
Country.

How do they inform your
songwriting process today?

I learn different things from
different artists...Ryan Ad-
ams is definitely an influence
as far as overall sound. I
learn from Jay Farrar’s abil-
ity to sing beyond a love
song, and I admire Jeff
Tweedy’s ability to combine a
non-traditional voice with a
poignant verse and make a
great song.

What are your goals as a
BearGrass Artist?

I want to become a traveling
musician and turn more
people onto not just myself
but others on the label. I like
the small-business approach
of the BearGrass: it’s all
about helping the artists
make a great record, which
all of us here are capable of
doing!

Bear Grass Records/CD Baby
International Distribution

Bear Grass Records has now joined up
with CD Baby, the largest seller of in-
dependent music on the web. Cur-
rently CD Baby has sold over 25 mil-
lion CDs by independent artists and
record labels from all over the world.

What does this mean for Bear Grass
Records? It means that our music will
now be available to over 12,000 retail
outlets in the USA and to music
download sites like iTunes, Napster,
MSN Music, Yahoo Music, Verizon
etc... The potential for people to be ex-
posed to our music has just grown by
leaps and bounds.

Here is the way it works...

Bear Grass Records has opened a
Independent Record Label account
with CD Baby. That gives Bear Grass
Records the permission to submit it’s
signed artists music on their behalf to
CD Baby for sale and digital distribu-
tion. Bear Grass Records sends 5

CDs (to get started) into CD Baby with
the appropriate barcode, that has been
purchased from CD Baby for $20.00,
CD Baby puts the discs into their
warehouse, rips the songs off the CD
at the appropriate bitrate, builds a
website, links our music to similar art-
ists and sends the MP3’s to all of the
download sites. The cost is $35.00 per
release.

If you are interested in participating,
contact Wayne:

waynemurphy@beargrassrecords.com

Meet the Editor:

Eric Rhame is a flagship Bear-
Grass singer/songwriter and
is currently working on the

BearGrass Records Radio

debuts at Live.365

BearGrass Records art-
ists, and a host of other
established and up and
coming folk musicians
can now be found at:

http:/ /www.live365.com/
stations/murphyrods

This is an excellent venue
for grassroots artists to
get their music played on
a steady rotation and
broadcast worldwide.
Take a moment out of
your busy day, tune in,
and see for yourself.

follow up to his debut album
Long Cold Nights. He resides
in the cold Northwoods of Min-
nesota; making occasional
appearances at local venues
for a night of songs in ex-
change for drinks and a sand-
wich.




